
Return to the 
mountain
50+ years of radical value



MEC 

A little about me

Hi, Iôm Michele.
VP Marketing @ MEC



About MEC
A little history



On a dark & stormy night in a tent in the 1970s

Where it all started



Mission
To provide great affordable outdoor 
gear in one place.



Our first store was this van



Rad gear
Eventually we started to make our own gear 



Rad Pants in the 1990s

Rad Pants
Cult classics, before GORPcore was a thing

def: ñGorpcoreò coined in 2017, is a mainstream style 

trend focused around wearing functional, outdoors-

inspired gear. It comes from the acronym for trail mix: 

ñGood Olô Raisins and Peanutsò



Deep Roots in Community

(which includes funding 10+ outdoor outhouse projects over the years)

Since 1987: $48M+ to outdoor community partnersé 



50 years 
of giving a crap
1994: recycled content in fleece

1998: organic cotton

2005: first Canadian retailer to be bluesign® partner

2006: founding member of Leave No Trace Canada

2008: bag-free in stores

2008: make our factory lists public

2009: ñsushi-rollò packing (to reduce polybags)

2011: founding member of Sustainable Apparel Coalition

2013: accreditation from the Fair Labor Association

2014: our first Fair Trade Certified products

2015: fund microplastics research

2018: founding member of Protect Our Winters 

2019: close stores for day of global climate action



We were serious 
about the outdoors.

But not too cool. 
(Only cool adjacent)


